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“  sections provide important in-
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A ood understanding of every fea-
t  its entirety. The manual should 
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A ay be limited, however, since 
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A uced in any form without the 
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hank you, and congratulations on your choice of the BOSS F

efore using this unit, carefully read the sections entitled: “US
IMPORTANT NOTES” (supplied on a separate sheet). These
ormation concerning the proper operation of the unit.

dditionally, in order to feel assured that you have gained a g
ure provided by your new unit, this manual should be read in
e saved and kept on hand as a convenient reference.

 battery is supplied with the unit. The life of this battery m
ts primary purpose is to enable testing.

opyright © 2006 BOSS CORPORATION

ll rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reprod
ritten permission of BOSS CORPORATION.
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Main Features
The FZ-5 uses COSM technology to replicate three type
prized for their sound quality. These fuzz boxes incorpo
their circuitry, a key component to their sound. German
today; the FZ-5 models these hard-to-find transistors at 
ly reproduce the classic fuzz sounds of the 1960s and 19

The FZ-5’s FUZZ knob features a BOOST range that allo
tion than is possible with the original vintage models.

About COSM (Composite Object Sound Modeling)
Composite Object Sound Modeling—or COSM for short
erful technology that’s used to digitally recreate the sou
and effects. COSM analyzes the many factors that make
its electrical and physical characteristics—and creates a d
duces the original.

* All product names mentioned in this document are trademarks or regi
owners. In this document, their names are used solely to identify the e
COSM.
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 available BOSS PSA-se-
C adaptor, you can play 
erned about how much 

 have left.

 

ified AC adaptor (PSA-
sure the line voltage at the 
es the input voltage specified 

r’s body. Other AC adaptors 
t polarity, or be designed for 
, so their use could result in 
ion, or electric shock.

 is connected while power is 
ply is drawn from the AC 

y in the unit while an AC 
sed, the FZ-5 will switch 
wered operation should the 
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.
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Panel Descriptions
ig.FZ-5_name1.eps 1. AC A

This jack a
adaptor (o
ries). By u
without b
battery po

* Use onl
series), 
installa
on the A
may us
a differe
damage

* If the A
on, the 
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over to 

1 2

3 6

4

5



 

5

 

Panel Descriptions
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T Jack

 

jack to the input of a guitar amp 
fects processor.

 

Switch

 

urns the effect on/off.

 

screw

 

rew is loosened, the pedal will 
g you to change the battery.

 

tions on changing the battery, refer 
ng the Battery” (p. 13).
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line voltage be interrupted due to a power 
blackout or power cord disconnection.

. CHECK Indicator 
his indicator shows whether the effect is on 
r off, and also doubles as the battery check 

ndicator. The indicator lights when the ef-
ect is on.
* If you’re powering the unit with a battery 

and the CHECK indicator goes dim—or 
doesn’t light at all—when you try to turn the 
effect on, the battery is near depletion and 
should be replaced. For instructions on 
changing the battery, refer to “Changing the 
Battery” (p. 13).

* The CHECK indicator shows whether the 
effect is being applied or not. It does not 
indicate whether the power to the device 
is on or not.

3. OUTPU
Connect this 
or another ef

4. Pedal 
This switch t

5. Thumb
When this sc
open, allowin

* For instruc
to “Changi
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Knob

 

ntrols the volume of the fuzz ef-

 

nob

 

ntrols the amount of fuzz effect 

nob clockwise intensifies the 

ob at the center position pro-
ximum distortion for the mod-
.
nob into the BOOST range cre-

n even greater than the original 
oduce.
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anel Descriptions

. INPUT Jack
his jack accepts signals coming from a gui-

ar or other musical instrument, or another 
ffects unit.
* The INPUT jack doubles as power switch. 

Power to the unit is turned on when you plug 
into the INPUT jack; the power is turned off 
when the cable is unplugged. When not using 
the effects unit, be sure to disconnect the plug 
from the INPUT jack.

g.FZ-5_name2.eps

7. LEVEL 
This knob co
fect.

8. FUZZ K
This knob co
applied.
Tuning the k
distortion.
Setting the kn
duces the ma
eled fuzz box
Turning the k
ates distortio
model can pr

87 9
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Panel Descriptions
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●

  

ed trademarks of their respective 
ment whose sound is simulated by 

  

sable to the psychedelic fuzz sound 

 the Dallas-Arbiter units that used 

  

uipped with 2N2614 germanium 
s a prominent boost in the high-fre-

   

istic of overlaying sound an octave 

lly with single note in high pitch. 
 fret on 1st – 3rd string. Lowering 
UZZ knob makes it easier to obtain 
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. MODE Knob
his knob selects the fuzz box model.

MODE List
* All product names mentioned in this document are trademarks or register

owners. In this document, their names are used solely to identify the equip
COSM.

F (FACE)

Models the Dallas-Arbiter FUZZ FACE.
This unique round-shaped pedal was indispen
of the late ’60s.
This modeled tone reproduces the fat sound of
AC128 germanium transistors.

M (MST FUZZ)

Models the Maestro FZ-1A.
It faithfully reproduces the sound of models eq
transistors. A characteristic of this fuzz sound i
quency range.

O (OCTAVE FUZZ)

Models the Octavia fuzz.
This model reproduces the original’s character
higher as the sound decays.
This distinctive sound can be obtained especia
Please try playing single note higher than 12th
the volume on the guitar or turning down the F
this effect.
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e specifications, contact the 
 cable.

ns have been completed, turn on 
us devices in the order specified. 
ces in the wrong order, you risk 
n and/or damage to speakers and 

 

p:

 

to your guitar amp last.

 

own:

 

to your guitar amp first.
o have the volume level turned 
ing on power. Even with the 
down, you may still hear some 
er is switched on, but this is 

ot indicate a malfunction.
 battery power only, the CHECK 
e dim when battery power gets 
 battery as soon as possible.

 

A

 

over. Depending on the mate-
, the rubber pad may discolor 
prevent this from happening. 
se.
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 connectio
 your vario
ng on devi
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ices.
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 the power 
owering d
 the power 
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fore switch
ll the way 
hen the pow
and does n
erating on

r will becom
Replace the

s bottom c
pact Pedal
he unit to 
 during u
Connections
* Inserting a connecting plug into the INPUT jack 

turns on the power to the unit.
* Raise the amp volume only after turning on the 

power to all connected devices.
* The use of an AC adaptor is recommended as the 

unit’s power consumption is relatively high. Should 
you prefer to use a battery, please use the alkaline 
type.

* To prevent malfunction and/or damage to speakers 
or other devices, always turn down the volume, and 
turn off the power on all devices before making any 
connections.

* If there is a battery in the unit while an AC adaptor 
is being used, the unit will switch to battery-powered 
operation should the line voltage be interrupted due 
to a power blackout or power cord disconnection. 

* Some connection cables contain resistors. When 
connection cables with resistors are used, the sound 
level to be extremely low, or impossible to hear. For 

informat
manufac

* Once the
power to
By turni
causing 
other dev
When p
Turn on
When p
Turn off

* Always 
down be
volume a
sound w
normal, 

* When op
indicato
too low. 

 NOTE About Placement
BOSS Compact Pedals have a non-slip rubber pad attached to it
rial and temperature of the surface on which you place the Com
or mar the surface. You can place a piece of felt or cloth under t
If you do so, make sure the unit will not slip or move accidently
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Connections

 

f

 

a few seconds) after power up is 

AC Adaptor
BOSS PSA-series
(sold separately)

Electric Guitar
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ig.ConnectFZ-5e.eps

* This unit is equipped with a protection circuit. A brief interval (
required before the unit will operate normally.

OUT 9V DC/200 mA

Guitar Amp
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f

 

1

    

al switch to turn the 
HECK indicator lights 

 is on.)

  

ox model with the 
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ps

s the ped
n. (The C
he effect

he fuzz b
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Operating the Unit
ig.operation1.eps

. After you have made the necessary con-
nections (p. 8, 9), set the knobs as shown 
in the illustration.

fig.operation2.e

2. Depres
effect o
when t

3. Select t
MODE
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Operating the Unit

 

f

 

4

    

 output volume with the 
ob.

, you should adjust the LEVEL 
ere’s no difference in the vol-
 switching the effect on and off.
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ig.operation3.eps

. Adjust the amount of distortion with the 
FUZZ knob.

The original distortion range of the select-
ed fuzz box model is reproduced when 
the FUZZ knob is set anywhere from fully 
counterclockwise to the center position.
Turning the knob past the center position 
enables the BOOST range, which produc-
es distortion that exceeds that available 
on the original model. The BOOST range 
provides plenty of distortion, even when 
using single-coil pickups.

fig.operation4.eps

5. Adjust the
LEVEL kn

Normally
knob so th
ume when



 

1

  

A
T  that can be selected with 
t aper and affix it as shown 
i
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x models
acking p
2

Using the Mode Sticker
 mode sticker is included on the cover of this guide.
his sticker provides a reminder about the various fuzz bo

he MODE knob. To make use of the sticker, peel it off the b
n the figure.
* For information on modes, refer to the “Mode List” (p. 7).
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bscrew at the front of 
hen lift the pedal 
n the unit.

 

n be left in the pedal while 
y.

  

 battery from the battery 
move the snap cord con-

  

p cord to the new battery, 
attery inside the battery 

 

 observe the battery’s polarity (+ 

  

ing onto the spring base 
he pedal, and then close 

 

ting the snap cord caught in the 
nd battery housing.

  

e thumbscrew into the 
 and fasten it securely.
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g, and re
 to it.
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o carefully
.

e coil spr
back of t
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y avoid get
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Changing the Battery
hen the indicator goes dim or no longer 

ights while the effect is on, it means that the 
attery is nearly dead and must be replaced. 
eplace the battery following the steps below.
* The use of an AC adaptor is recommended as the 

unit’s power consumption is relatively high. Should 
you prefer to use a battery, please use the alkaline type.

ig.replace-battery.eps_90

1. Loosen
the ped
upwar

* The thum
changin

2. Remov
housin
nected

3. Conne
and pl
housin

* Be sure t
versus -)

4. Slip th
on the 
the ped

* Carefull
pedal, co

5. Finally
guide b

Thumbscrew Pedal

Spring Base

Coil Spring

Guide Bush
Hole

Battery Housing

Battery Snap
Cord

Battery
Snap

9V Battery
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operly connected to the IN-

 

ction once more (p. 8, 9).

 

nnected to the INPUT jack to 
be turned on. 
ted but no power is supplied 
from a battery or an AC 
CK indicator will not light 
rn the effect on.

 

volume

  

nt properly connected to 

 

ction once more (p. 8, 9).

  

b set too low?

 

terclockwise you turn the 
 more the volume is re-

effect is on. Turn the LEVEL 
o increase the volume.

  

rned down on any guitar 
evice you have connected?

 

gs of the connected device.
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 guitar pr
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e effect to 
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Troubleshooting
he power won’t come on / 
he CHECK indicator doesn’t light

Is the specified adaptor (PSA-series, sold 
separately) properly connected?
Check the AC adaptor connection (p. 8, 9).

* Never use any AC adapter other than one 
specified for use with the FZ-5.

Is the battery low or dead?
Replace it with a new battery (p. 13).

* The battery that was supplied with the unit is 
for temporary use, intended primarily for testing 
the pedal’s operation.

* The use of an AC adaptor is recommended as the 
unit’s power consumption is relatively high. 
Should you prefer to use a battery, please use the 
alkaline type.

* To prevent unnecessary battery consumption, be 
sure to disconnect the plug from the INPUT jack 
when not using the effects unit (p. 5).

● Is your
PUT ja
Check 

* A cable 
allow th

* If a cabl
to the u
adaptor
when yo

No soun
● Is your

the FZ-
Check 

● Is the L
The fur
LEVEL
duced w
knob cl

● Is the v
amp or
Check 
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uzz
1.eps
Setting Samples
sychedelic

ig.FZ-5-sample1.eps

ctave Solo
ig.FZ-5-sample1.eps

Trebly F
fig.FZ-5-sample
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o.eps

o.eps
6

Setting Memo

ig.setting-memo.eps

ig.setting-memo.eps

fig.setting-mem

fig.setting-mem
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C E knob, FUZZ knob
I off status and battery 

C daptor jack (DC 9 V)
P ype (carbon)/

) type (alkaline) 
: optional)

C

 

uous use: 
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 on the actual conditions of 
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ob, MOD
ffect on/

ack, AC A
22 (9 V) t
R61 (9 V
SA-series

der contin
ne: 10 hou
depending
Specifications
Z-5: Fuzz

ominal Input Level:....................... -20 dBu
nput Impedance:.............................. 1 MΩ
ominal Output Level:.................... -20 dBu
utput Impedance: .......................... 1 kΩ
ecommended Load Impedance:... 10 kΩ or greater
ontrols:............................................. Pedal switch, LEVEL kn

ndicator: ............................................ CHECK indicator (for e
check) 

onnectors: ........................................ INPUT jack, OUTPUT j
ower Supply:................................... DC 9 V: Dry battery 6F

Dry battery 6L
AC adaptor (P

urrent Draw: ................................... 36 mA (DC 9 V)
* Expected battery life un

Carbon: 3 hours, Alkali
These figures will vary 
use.
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D m 
/8 (H) inches

W ry)
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 SAFELY,” “IMPORTANT 
”), 
e (alkaline)

 

 with the unit is for temporary 
 testing the unit’s operation.
attery with an alkaline dry cell.

 

O

 

 appearance of this unit are subject 
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8

pecifications

imensions: ....................................... 73 (W) x 129 (D) x 59 (H) m
2-7/8 (W) x 5-1/8 (D) x 2-3

eight: ............................................... 440 g /1 lb (including batte
ccessories......................................... Owner’s manual, Mode sti

leaflet (“USING THE UNIT
NOTES,” and “Information
dry battery 6LR61 (9 V) typ
* The battery that is supplied

use, intended primarily for
We suggest replacing this b

ption ................................................ AC adaptor (PSA-series)

* 0 dBu = 0.775 Vrms

* In the interest of product improvement, the specifications and/or
to change without prior notice.



  

This product complies with the requirements of European Directive 89/336/EEC.

For EU Countries

For Canada

This Class B digital apparatus meets all requirements of the Canadian Interference-Causing Equipment Regulations.

Cet appareil numérique de la classe B respecte toutes les exigences du Règlement sur le matériel brouilleur du  Canada.

NOTICE

AVIS

For the USA

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
RADIO FREQUENCY INTERFERENCE STATEMENT

This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital device, pursuant to Part 15 of the 
FCC Rules. These limits are designed to provide reasonable protection against harmful interference in a residential 
installation. This equipment generates, uses, and can radiate radio frequency energy and, if not installed and used in 
accordance with the instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio communications. However, there is no guarantee 
that interference will not occur in a particular installation. If this equipment does cause harmful interference to radio or 
television reception, which can be determined by turning the equipment off and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct the 
interference by one or more of the following measures:

–   Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.
–   Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.
–   Connect the equipment into an outlet on a circuit different from that to which the receiver is connected.
–   Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help.

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to the following two conditions:
 (1) This device may not cause harmful interference, and
 (2) This device must accept any interference received, including interference that may cause undesired operation.

Unauthorized changes or modification to this system can void the users authority to operate this equipment.
This equipment requires shielded interface cables in order to meet FCC class B Limit.
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